NEPIANHWEIZ - ABSTRACTS
Tou AIEBVOUG Zupnogiou
Zwa kai nepifdAiov oro Bulavrio (706 -120¢ ai.)
Animals and Environment in Byzantium (7"-12"" ¢.)

To IvomitouTto BulavTivwv Epeuvav Tou EBvikoU Idpupatog Epeuvav (Mpoypapua
«Kabnuepivog kai Koivawvikog Biog Twv BulavTivavs) dlopyavavel AlEBVEG Zupnoaio
pe Oepa: Zwa xar nepifdAlov oro Budavrio (706 -120¢6 ar.) oTig 6-7 Iouviou
2008. To ouvedpio anookonei aTn MEAETN Tou {wikou nAoUTou oTo BulavTio kata Tn
hEon BulavTiviy €noxn Kal TNG OXEonc Twv BulavTivv PE TO QUOIKO NEPIBANOV, UE
TNV aypia N eEnUepwpevn navida.

Osuara ripo¢ e&€Taon: H enéuBaon Tou avBpwnou w¢ KTNVOTpOPOoU, KUvnyou, N
KaAiEpynT 0TO QuOIKO NePIBAAOV, n BUVAMIKN TNG KTNVOTPOYIiag o BAPOC TwV
KaANIEPYEIWV 1 Kal avTioTpopa (EykaTaAelyn KAAEPYEIWY, WEPIUVA YIa anoywilwaon
Kal EKXEPOWON, WETPA npooTaciac, aAlnhodicioduon kaAepyeiwv kal ouvUnapén
TOUG HE TNV KTNVOTPO®Ia). OEPATIKEG EVOTNTEG NPOG dIEPEUVNON ANOTEAOUV:
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e To {wIKO KEPAAAIO WG KTNVOTPOPIKR dpacTnpIOTNTA KAl N OXECN TOU HE TIC KAA-
NEPYEIEC. KTNVOTPOPIKEG Kal YEWPYIKEG {WVEC NAPAYWYNG Kal EKPETANAEUONG, €-
nePPBACEIC OTOV XWPO Kail dIaPOpPwon Tou NEPIBAAAOVTOC,.

e Zwa Tou dAcouc, Aypiec ayEAEC kal Ta npoiovTta Touc. O Kuvnyog, 0 aoknTng, O
KTNVOTPOQPOG Kal n dypia navida.

e OIkOOITA, £€nuepwpeva, €EwTIKA {wa: Ol XPNOEIC TOUC Kal TPOMol NMPOCApHOyNG
TOUG OTO NEPIBAAOV.

e H apxaiohoyia Tng diatpo@nc: Mabnoeic kal emdnuiec avBpwnwyv Kal {wwv o€ OxE-
on Ke To dIaTPoPIkO Kkal 0IkoAOYIKO nepIBAAov. H aupBoAr Tng {woapxaioloyiac,
Bloapxaloloyiag kal ooTeoapyaloloyiac.

e OI napaoTdoelc {wwv 0 ouvapTNON HE To €IkovICOPEVO NePIBAAAOV Kal TIG KTNVO-
TPOPIKEC 1] AypPOTIKEC OPaAcTNPIOTNTEC. ApXAIOAOYIKA EUPAUATA OXETIKA PE TOV MOI-
MEVIKO Bio Kal TO KUVNyI.

e MeAETN TNG KTNVOTPOYIAG O OUVAPTNON HE TO KAiPa Kal To nepIBAAAov.

The Institute for Byzantine Research of the National Hellenic Research Foundation
(Project 'Everyday and Social Life in Byzantium”) is organizing an International Sym-
posium on:
Animals and Environment in Byzantium (7"-12"" ¢.), Athens, 6-7 June 2008.
The Symposium aims to explore the intervention of men on the environment and the
implications of human activity on the wild and domestic fauna. The activity of shep-
herds or herdsmen, as well as hunting and cultivating the land are some of the main
points to be discussed, which will also include the dynamics of animal husbandry, the
exploitation of uncultivated zones, the deserted fields, the deforestation and land-
cleaning, the interpenetration of cultures and their coexistence with pastoralism.

Basic thematic units:

e Pastoral activity and its connection with cultivations and crops. Pastoral and agri-
cultural zones of production and exploitation, interventions in the environment and
alterations.

e Forest fauna, wild packs and their products. The hunter, the ascetic, the livestock
breeder and the wild fauna.

e Domestic, tame, exotic animals: their uses and their adjustment to the environ-
ment.

e Diseases and epidemics of people and animals in relation to the nutritional and
ecological environment. Pastoralism and diet, the contribution of zoo-archaeology,
bio-archaeology, and osteo-archaeology.

e Animal representations in artistic production and especially in depictions of pas-
toral and agricultural life. Archaeological findings: tools of pasturing and hunting.

e Case studies: research on pasturing cattle according to environmental conditions.
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HAiag AvayvwoTakng (IvoTitouTto BulavTtivwv Epeuvav, EIE)
O QPAKTIG, 0 aypIoXOIPOC Kal ) GPKTOC
Ilias Anagnostakis (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHRF)
The Fence, the Wild Boar and the Bear

H npooTtacia Twv KaANIEpYEI®V Kal YEVIKOTEPA TNG NAPAYWYNG and Ta Noiyvia Kai Ta
aypia {wa anoTeAei pia oTabepd oTnNV aypoTIKN OIKOVOIa Kal ToV YEWPYIKO NOAITIONO
Tou BulavTiou. O1 NANPOQOPIEG yia TOV TPONO KATAOKEUNG PPAYMWV, PPakT®wv (Ol
onoiol AsiToupyoUv Kal ¢ Opia KaTd Tnv oploBETNON aypwv, KNNwv, NePIBOAIRV Kal
€10Ika apneAwvwv), aAa kal n OXeTIKA vopoBeaia yia Tnv npooTacia and Tnv eni-
BOUAN TV MOIYVIWV HAC ENITPENOUV OXETIKEC AVAYWYEG YIA TNV OIKOAOYIKN dUVAMIKA,
oxedOV NAvTa ouykpouaoiakn, navidag kai xAwpidac oto BulavTio.

3TNV napouca avakoivwon WEAETATAl CUVONTIKA Hia €10IKA TUNOAoyia auTng
TNG oUyKpouonc, ME NPWTAYWVIOTEG TOV AypIOXOIPO Kal TNV apkouda nou npooBdah-
Aouv TOOO TO NEPIPPAyUéEVo noipvio (MAvTpa), alAa kai TNV NePIPPAyPEVn KAANEP-
yela. Kabwe o aypioxolpog avapépeTal ouvndwe o puBoloyika kal BIBAIKG cupppa-
(Opeva anoTeAei TNV KaTeEoxnV EUBANUATIKN AnEIAf TOU NPOOTATEUPEVOU auneAwva.
O apneAwvag oTnv nepinTwaon auTn cuhBoAilel TNV enIBOUAEUOUEVN QUTOKPATOPIA
ano Toug xBpoUc KATanaTnTEC Kal KATaoTpoPeic Tne. EEeTaleTal, niong, pia deuTe-
pn nepinTwon, n €nBouArl TNG APKTOU NOU CUVTPIBEl ToV PPAKTN Kal anodekaTilel
TNV napaywyn. H yewypa@Ikni KaTavour Twv OXETIKWV NANPOQPOPIwV, AAAG Kal n nol-
KINI TV CUUNEPIPOPWV, ANd AOKNTEC KUPIWE, OTNV AVTIMETWNION TNG apkoudag pag
odnyouv o€ dlanIoTWOEIG TOCO Yyia TNV napouadia Tou €idoug oTo BuldvTio, ahAa kai
Y10 TIC NPAKTIKEC NPOOTACIAG TWV KAANIEPYEIWV.

MnpooTd oTov PpdkTn diakuBelsTal n {wn kai n nBikn. ‘Evac ¢pakTng opiel
TNV AOYIKN TNG NApaywylknG eKUETAANEUONG, TNV JIGAEKTIKN TNG ouvdlaAAayng e TO
PUOIKO nepIBAAov. MpokeITal yia hia GAAn GUYKpoUoIakn napdueTpo, Onou o npay-
HATIOPOC TNC €NIBIWONG OUYKPOUETAl PE TNV NPOCOOKWHEVN CUUPIAIWGON HE TO NEPI-
BaAhov, dnAadn pe TNV XPIOTIAVIKN, NAVTA avOPWMOKEVTPIKN, QVTIHETWNION TwV 4-
ypiwv (V.

The protection of crops and other farming produce from flocks and wild animals was
a constant concern of the agrarian economy and farming culture in Byzantium. In-
formation regarding the manner of building fences and barriers of various kinds
(which also functioned as boundary markers for fields, orchards and vineyards) as
well as the legislation that aimed at protecting land from the intrusion of flocks en-
ables us to form a picture of the ecological dynamic —invariably confrontational— be-
tween flora and fauna in Byzantium.

This paper presents an overview of a special class of this confrontation, with
the wild boar and bear as the central players, as they intrude on both livestock and
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crops. As the wild boar is usually mentioned in mythological and biblical contexts it
becomes the symbol par excellence of the threat to the enclosed vineyard. The vine-
yard in this case symbolizes the threatened Empire in the face of trespassing and
marauding enemies. The paper also explores a second case: the threat of the bear
who breaks the fence and wreaks havoc on the crops. The geographical distribution
of relevant information, as well as the varied responses to the threat by, usually,
hermit monks can tell us something of the presence of the species in Byzantium and
the way in which crops were enclosed for protection.

Before the fence, life and morals are put to the test. The fence defines the
logic of productive exploitation, the dialectic of dealings with the natural environ-
ment. In short, it is yet another conflict parameter where the struggle for survival
confronts both the desire for reconciliation with the environment, and the Christian
and anthropocentric encounter with wildlife.

HAiag AvayvwoTakng (IvoTitouTo BulavTtivwv Epeuvay, EIE)

«lpaocg yala». Mia Buiavrivii napddoor yia Tnv KTnvoTpopia kai To rnepiBdAlov
Ilias Anagnostakis (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHRF)

"Graos Gak", Old-Woman's Milk. A Byzantine Legend about Livestock and the Envi-
ronment

Ma Tnv JIKpaolaTikn TonoBeoia /pacg ydAa, kovta oTiC XwVeC, Jag napadideTal ano
Tov MixanA XwviaTn HIKpaoiaTikog BpUAOG nou anoTeAel paAhov ekdoxr TOU yvwaoToU
veoeANVIKoU Kal JegoyeiakoUu HUBoU yia TIG HEPEG TNG YPIAg, dnAadn yia To WUxog
Tou MdpTn kai TN ypIa MOIYEVIOOA, NMoU YaAOUpYei, Naywvel Kal NETPWVEL. ZUPPwva
HE Tov XwVIATn, TIMWPEITAI yuvaiov dogBES, MOINEVIKOV, noAubpeuov, Buud Kkal auTo
pEov kard ToU Igpod, O ydAakTog dpustar ndoav nnynv kai dueAyel ndoav pev alya,
ndoav O€ Bolv, eita ouod Toug yauAous EKKEVOT kai yaAa&iav norauov oxedldeel.

Regarding the Asia Minor location of Graos Gala, close to the town of Chonai, Michael
Choniates records for us a tale that is probably a version of the modern Greek and
Mediterranean tradition of “the days of the old woman”, i.e. the cold weather of the
month of March, and of the old shepherdess, who lactates, freezes and turns to
stone.
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BaoiAikn BAugidou (IvoTiToUTto BulavTivwv Epsuvwy, EIE)
O xoipo¢ w¢ oulpolo eudaipoviag Tou Buiavtivou avEpwiriou
Vassiliki Vlyssidou (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHRF)
The pig as symbol of wealth for byzantine people

Drawing on the substantial material gathered by the Byzantine History Data Bank
Program, this paper examines the extent of swineherds (a classic example being the
Life of St. Joannicius) and pork meat in the Empire. It is notable that pork seems to
have been very expensive and consumed only by the wealthy. As with almost all live-
stock bred for slaughter and human consumption, the sources deal with pork as an
object of culinary activity and even as a food with therapeutic properties. Indeed, it
could even be a symbol of wealth, as is evident in Achmet's Oneirokritikon and a
number of other texts. From the 6" to the 12" century, for instance, Byzantine
names or nicknames containing a swine element do not have a derogatory or par-
ticularly negative connotation for their bearers.

Chryssi Bourbou (28th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities - University of the Ae-
gean)

Fasting or Feasting? Consumption of meat, dietary products and fish in Byzantine
Greece. Evidence from chemical analysis

In recent decades, skeletal analyses in Greece include material from previously un-
der-examined time periods, including the Byzantine and post-Byzantine eras. Al-
though such studies have contributed considerably to our knowledge of the biological
profile of Byzantine and post-Byzantine populations, few analyses have dealt with the
reconstruction of their diet. Traditionally, dietary patterns have been reconstructed
using documentary evidence and/or artistic representations. However, the stable iso-
tope analysis of archaeological skeletal remains is an established and powerful
method for the reconstruction of dietary behaviour in past populations (e.g., human
reliance on marine versus terrestrial foods, or reliance on animal versus vegetable
protein).

In this paper we shall discuss the importance of animal and dietary products
in the Byzantine diet as evidenced by the available-to-date isotopic data (613C and
015N values), and discuss future perspectives of this application in Byzantine skeletal
populations.
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Mapia FepoAuparou (IvoTiTouTo Bulavtivwv Epeuvav, EIE)
Ktnvotpo@ikri oikovouia (9o¢-120¢ a.)

Maria Gerolymatou (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHRF)
Economie pastorale IXe- XIle siecle

Mapd Tnv unap€n QIAOAOYIKOV OTEPEOTUNWY MOU avapEPOVTal OTN OTEVR oUVOLoN
TNG KTNVOTpo®iag Ye Tov vopadikod Bio, oTo BulavTio n ekTpopn {wwv anoteAoloe
BACIKI OIKOVOUIKN dpacTnpIOTNTA EUPEWV KOIVWVIKOV OTPWHATWY. And Tnv katoxn
ANywv {owv pe okond Tnv €€a0@ANon TwWV avaykaiov yia Tnv enpioon HEXp! Tnv
KEPOOOKOMIKN KTNVOTPOYIa YE OTOXO TNV eunopeupaTonoinon {wikoU nAoUTou, n na-
pouoa epyaaia enixelpei va avadeiel Ta dIaPOpPETIKA XapAKTNPIOTIKA YVWpPIioUaTa nou
NPoCoAQUBAVEI N OUYKEKPIYEVN OpacTnpIOTNTA KATA TNV nePiodo and Tov 90 HEXPI
Tov 120 al.

Michel Kaplan (Université Paris I)
L activité pastorale dans le village byzantin du Vile au Xlle siecle

Si I'élevage spéculatif est I'apanage des grands propriétaires, I'élevage vivrier que
pratiquent les paysans dans les villages est une constante de la vie rurale byzantine.
La place trés importante qu'il occupe dans le Nomos Gédrgikos en atteste. Les ani-
maux des paysans ne jouent pas seulement un rble économique; ils marquent
I'environnement rural par la place qu'ils occupent dans le terroir, depuis la maison et
le siege du village jusqu‘aux terrains de parcours du village. La situation est évidem-
ment différente suivant la localisation du village et la proximité éventuelle d'un mar-
ché urbain qui peut appeler un plus important développement de I'élevage paysan.
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Biktwpia Kénerdn (Maveniotnpio ABnvav)

Mia rpoonAwuevn ydra kai 1o nepIBAAAov TG O Eva EIKOVOYPAPUEVO XEIPOYPAPO
Tou 11ou aiwva

Victoria Kepetzi (Athens University)

A cat, his master and their cultural environment in an illustrated codex of the 117
century

O kwdikag Tng EBvikng BiBAIoBNAknG Tou Topivou C. I. 6. NePIEXEl TNV AEITOUPYIKN| €K-
doon Twv Adywv Tou Fpnyopiou Naliavinvou kai Xpovoloyeital ouvnOwe nepi Ta Te-
An Tou 11ou aiwva. To €ikovoypapikd Tou BeUaToAOyIo, MOU AKOAOUBEI QpKETEC Po-
PEC TIC BPNOKEUTIKOU MEPIEXOUEVOU MAPACTACEIC TWV UMNOAOINWY EIKOVOYPAPNHEVWY
AOywv Tou pnyopiou, cUPNANPWVETAl Kal and AANEG OKNVEG Nou NpoEpxovTal ano
TNV Kadnuepivn {wn i annxouv eniBIWOEIC and Tov KOOPO Twv Beapdtwv Tou Inno-
OpOpOoU. ZTNV avakoivwon €EeTaleTal £va ApKeETA evOIAPEPOV NPWTOYPANKA WE Na-
pacTacn avopiknG HOPPNG NOU KPATEl OTOV WHO Hia yaTa. MPoKeINEVOU va EpEUVNBEI
glkovoypagika To Béua kai va avalnTtndei n oxeon Tou PE TO Keipevo Ba eEeTaoTolv
EMAEYHEVEC HIKPOYPAPIEC TOU KWOIKA KABWG Kal MOIKIAEG emdpACEIC Nou BETouV VEQ
iIow¢ EpWTAKATa, 6oov agopa Tn XPovoAdynaon Kai TIG NPoBETEIC Tou NapayyeAodoTn
Tou KwAIKa ToUTOU, EPYOU NMOU NPENEI va €Xel PIAOTEXVNOEI —ONwC AAWOTE £XEl Npo-
TaBei— otnv KwvaTtavTivounoAn.

Codex C.1.6 of the University Library of Turin is usually dated to the late 11" cen-
tury. Apart from the illustration of the festive and theological sermons with relevant
religious subjects, the iconographical vocabulary of this codex is composed of scenes
deriving from late-Antique imagery (the realm of the circus) and everyday life. This
paper will present an unusual historiated letter with a man holding a cat on his
shoulder and explore its relationship with the text. A brief investigation of selected
miniatures of the codex will enable us to approach other questions concerning the
date, the purpose and the influences at work on this manuscript, which was surely —
as others have already suggested— a product of Constantinople.

Ewald Kislinger (Universitat Wien)
Byzantine Cats

Apart from the star role in the Katomyomachia cats have received little attention
from Byzantinists. Exploring the written sources, this communication attempts to out-
line the image and function of cats in Byzantine culture.
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Johannes Koder (Universitat Wien)
SKEWEIS yia TV EKTPOQPI} Kail xprion Looeidwv oTo BuddvTio
Thoughts on cattle breeding and exploitation in Byzantium

Tooo o1 ypanTéG EAANVIKEC NNYEG 000 Kal Ta apXalolwoAoyIKA TEKUAPIA avaoKapwv
anoé Tn Mikpa Acia Oecixvouv OTI ol BulavTivoi Tng pEong nepiodou yvwpidav kai
Olékpivav duo €idn PBoosidwv, Ta Bodia (Bos Taurus Pr/m/gen/us) Kal Ta BouBaAa
(Bubalus Buba//s), non aﬁnpapwpsva Yia MOAEC )(pI']OEI(; andé Tov Aavbpwno. Ta
Booeldn xpnoipeuav kata Kupio Aoyo w¢ {wa €pyaciac oTn Yewpyia kal o€ AAAeg —
EIPNVIKEG N MOAEUIKEC— avdaykeg, onou aonoiovuoav Tn duvaun Toug (Onwc n.x. n
HETAPOPA POopPTiwV 0t Apagec). O BulavTivoi ekTidoUoav €MionG Ta YAAAKTOKOMIKA
npoiovTa Twv ayeAdadwv kal Twv BouBaiwv, onwc yaia, Tupi kai BoUuTupo. AVTIBETWC,
TO HOOXapiolo kpeag diadpapdTile yia dIAPopouc AOyouc HOVov deuTepelovTa poAo
oTn diaTpoPr Touc, kabwg npoTidoUuoav To KOTOMOUAO, TO apvi, To XoIpIvO Kal TO
KATOIKIOI0 KPEQG.

Ta&iapxng . KoAiag (IvoTitouTo Bulavtivwv Epeuvwy, EIE- MavenioTrpio ABnvav)
Zwa kar avBpwrio¢ oTo Bulavtio

Taxiarchis G. Kolias (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHR - University of Athens)
Animals and Byzantine Man

H oxéon Tou avBpwnou pe To NePIBAAAOV Tou €xel TpaPnEel kaTa TIC TeEAeuTaieg Oe-
KAETIEC TO EVOIAPEPOV TWV HEAETNTWV Tou OUTIKOU peoaiwva. XTI BulavTIvEG omnou-
O€c €xouv apxioel va yivovTal eniong opiopeva Briparta. ‘Ocov apopd OUYKEKPIYEVA
oTn ouvunapén Twv {wwv Pe Tov avepwno, NOAAEC gival oI MAEUPEC nou pnopolv va
yivouv avTikeipevo épeuvac. H avakoivwon enexel Bon €loaywyng oto {ATNUa Tng
ox€onc Tou avBpwrou pe Ta {wa oTo BulavTio kal ev PEPEI OTn BEPATIKN TOU ZUMMO-
giou.

During the last decades, the attention of medievalists has been attracted by the issue
of the relation between people and environment, while several steps have been
made by byzantinists up to now, towards the same direction. Regarding the co-
existence of man and animals in the Byzantine Empire, there are many aspects that
can become objects of research. The present communication is an introduction to
the relations between humans and animals in Byzantium.
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ZTéNog Aapnakng (IvoTitouTo BulavTivav Epeuvay, EIE)
Anaveioua rnspi guvoepIPiwv kar dAAa ouvapri aypoToroyEVIKd
Stelios Lampakis (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHRF)
On Goats and Sheep

Me ageTnpia To UAIKO Tou npoypdupaTtog «Tpanela nAnpogopiwv BulavTivig IoTopi-
ac» napouoialovTal XapakTnPIOTIKEG PVEIEG NEPI «APVOEIdWV» O€ BIAPOPES KATNYOPI-
€¢ BulavTivwv NNYWV Kal ENIXEIPEITAl EUPUTEPOC PIAOAOYIKOIOTOPIKOG GXOAIATHOC TV
EMAEYHEVWV KEIPEVV.

L e e v bl e+ i A

Stavros Lazaris (CNRS, Stragﬁaﬂlj‘ré)ﬂ |
Considérations sur l'utilisation des équidés a Byzance: élevage, thérapeutique et ins-
truments hippiques

Comme l'attestent l'iconographie et les sources textuelles, les Grecs et les Romains
pratiquaient I'élevage de chevaux et ont développé, en vue d’optimiser les capacités
de I'animal, une médecine vétérinaire de qualité ainsi que des instruments hippiques.
Bien que les dispositions naturelles de I'empire, surtout depuis la perte de la cote
herbeuse d'Afrique, n'y étaient pas favorables, les Byzantins ont assimilé et enrichi
cet héritage.

La présente contribution, sur la base de documents textuels, archéologiques et ico-
nographiques, se propose de dresser un bilan des solutions —€élevage, thérapeutique
et instruments hippiques— mises au point dans le monde proto- et médio-byzantin
afin de tirer profit du cheval pour faire face aux besoins économiques et militaires.
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Mapia Agovraivn (IvoTiTouTto BulavTivwv Epeuvayv, EIE)

20ika ka1 &wTika nTnvd. H xpnoTikii kai aioénTikr Toug npooAnwn (7o¢-12o0¢ ai.)
Maria Leontsini (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHRF)

Singing and exotic birds: use and aesthetic perception (7"-12" c.)

O1 NANPOPOPIEC YIa TNV KABNUEPIVI EvaoxOANoN HE TIG KATOIKIOIEC OpVIOEC 1 TNV Ka-
TavaAwon Twv NTNVOTPOPIKWY NPOIOVTWY, av Kai €ival onopadikeg, deixvouv OTI Ta
MOUAEPIKG NTav avandonaoTo aToIxEio TNG kadnuepIvig {wnc. MapaAAnAa, onavia kai
€€wTIKG NTNVA anoTe\oUvV anapaitnTn napouadia OTIC NEPIYPAPEC PUOIKWY TOMIWV,
KANWV, QUTOKPATOPIKWV KATOIKIWY, TEAETOUPYIKWV OEinvwv aAAa kal UpacuaTwy 1
MOAUTIHWY QVTIKEIMEVQV.

Information on chicken breeding or the consumption of poultry products for daily nu-
tritional needs, although not frequently encountered, indicates that domestic foul
was an indispensable part of everyday life. At the same time, singing and exotic birds
are always present in descriptions of natural landscapes, gardens, imperial dwellings,
and ceremonial and official dinners, as well as in textiles and other precious objects.
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T. K. Aouyyng (IvoTitoUuTo BulavTivwv Epeuvav, EIE)
[Tepi iYBuwv diapopa

T. C. Lounghis (Institute for Byzantine Research, NHRF)
On Fish: "Miscellaneous”

Mentions of fish are frequently encountered in Byzantine texts. Indeed, dealing with
sea produce and seafood was highly appreciated during Antiquity and was seen to
reflect wealth and prosperity (for harvesting it from the angry sea entailed consider-
able human risk). Similarly, seafood was understood from ancient times to have
therapeutic properties and qualities, before being also adopted by the Christian
Church. The imperial table was quite often laid with fish and this was often noted by
Western ambassadors. It seems also that, as the region of the Aegean was often
subject to attack by enemies during the Byzantine era, fish was more often imported
from the Black Sea, as was also the case in Antiquity. Extermination of fish from
natural disasters was carefully noted by the Chronographers. Fish became a luxury
gift and, as such, it acquired a symbolic meaning regarding the seas which marked
the boundaries of the Empire and the rivers, which represented the water supplies of
the population.

Vanya Lozanova-Stancheva (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
The Basilisk: Medlieval Visualization of the Ancient Mysteries

Upon the asp and basilisk shalt thou tread,

And thou shalt trample upon the lion and dragon...

Psalm 90:13

Animals have occupied a very important place in the human environment. But more

important seems the role they played in the world of the human imagination. Mytho-

logical and religious images play a structural role in this world, recoding and refor-
mulating man’s concept of the environment and his position within it.

Among Byzantine mythological images of demons one particular group stands
out, which endured and retained archetypes from Antiquity, though it was endowed
with new features or became associated with various new functions and properties:
the basilisk.

This paper deals with the multiple functions of the mythological figure of the
basilisk in Byzantine society. These functions operate on three basic levels: a) Biblical
and Old-Testament tradition; b) rationalization of the sacraments, i.e. on the level of
Byzantine zoological and natural-history texts (esp. the illustrated manuscripts of the
Dioscorides codex —M. 652— in the Pierpont Morgan Library, New York and the Dio-
scorides codex —Vat. Gr. 284— in the Bibliotheca Apostolica of the Vatican; and Dio-
scorides’ Vienna codex —the Cod. Vindob. Med. Gr. 1-, etc.), where evidence of the
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mythological presence of the basilisk are reduced as a result of attempts to rational-
ize its image, that should belong exclusively to the religious and mythological sphere;
and c) the level of ancient Hellenistic mysteries, in which the roots of this image
originally lie.

By examining these features, it is possible to reveal the mechanisms of one of
Byzantium’s phenomena: the perception and survival of the ancient cultural heritage,
to which they have added new nuances and meaning as part of the process of seek-
ing a new identity through Christian interpretation.

Anne McCabe (Centre for th .‘Study of Ancient Docufnents, Oxford)
The Byzantines and their Horses

Everybody knows that horses, donkey, and mules played important roles in many
aspects of the everyday life of Byzantium: transportation, travel, communication, ag-
riculture, entertainment, warfare. Less well known, though, is our principal source of
information about relations between humans and equids in Byzantium: the compila-
tion known as the Hippiatrica, assembled in Late Antiquity and copied and revised
throughout the Byzantine period. This rich collection of diverse texts has links to the
Geoponica as well as to the cavalry, the hippodrome, and the imperial palace. From
it we learn about breeds, breeding, training, feeding, grooming, stabling, and, of
course, medical treatment. The Hijppiatrica offers glimpses into the lives of working
animals which suffered from extreme conditions, accidents, and diseases, but were
also prized and treated well: massaged with wine and olive oil, their stalls scented
with myrtle leaves, treated in the steam rooms of bath-houses, fattened up on pine-
nuts and raisins, dosed with exotic spices, and protected with magical amulets.
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Iwakeipg AO. NManayyeAog (10" Epopeia BulavTiviv ApxaloTATwV)
H ktnvotpo@ia otnv XaAkidIkij KaTtd TOUG LIETOUG XPOVOUG
Joachim A. Papaggelos (10th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities)
Livestock in Medieval Chalkidiki

riveTal avagopa oTnv evTonia kal enoxiakn SIaKIVOUUEVN KTNVOTPogia TNG XaAKIOIKNG
XEPOOVAOOU, YE BACN TO APXEIAKO UAIKO TWV QYIOPEITIKWY HOVWY, YId TO XPOVIKO did-
oTnHa 90¢-120¢ aiwvac.

EidIkOTEPA, Pag anaoyoAoUv Ta alyonpoBaTta kal Ta Booeidn Twv AYIOPEITWY
(oTo Ayiov ‘Opoc Kal oTa aylopeITika METOXIA) KAl Ta avTioTolxa kondadia TwV KOOWI-
KWV. ZXOANIAleTal N KPATIKA MEPIPVA YIa TNV NPOCTACIa TNG KTNVOTPO®Iag, n avTiye-
TONIoN TWV aypolnHiov, N KAANIEPYEIQ KTNVOTPOPWY, N NApaywyn YAAAKTOKOMIKWV
NPOIOVTWV Kal n Napouadia Twv BAaxonoipévav.

©a oxoANiaoBei n napouadia Twv axbopdpwv (wwv kal 6a avapepbolv ol ap-
XaloAoyikoi NPoBANKATIOUOI yia Tov evTOomIOUO MIAg kapnAag(;) otnv avaokaen Tng
naAaioxpIoTiavikng aypoikiac otnv Meyain Kowa tng Kacodavopac.

AikaTtepivn MoAupépou-KapnAdakn (Kevrpo Epeuvng Tng EANnviknG Aaoypagiag,
Akadnuia ABnvwv)

« O pepes g piac». Mia peooyeiakri napddoon yia Tnv KTnvoTpopia, 1o KAjua kai
70 nepiBarAov

Aikaterini Polymerou-Kamilaki (Hellenic Folklore Research Center, Acadeny of
Athens)

"Old-Woman’s days’: A Mediterranean tradition about animal husbandry, climate and
environment

H Adikfy Bupoocogia péoa anod TIG NApoIpies, TIC NapaddoelC Kal TIG NPAEEIC anodidel
TNV 191AITEPOTNTA TWV NUEPWV Tou MapTiou yia TNV aypoTikn napaywyn, Wik Kai
(PUTIKN, NMOU NpayHaTVETAl Ye Tov 0£Bacpo otn @uon. 'ETol o napadooiakdc av-
Bpwnog eni{nTouoe va eEaogalioel Tnv Icopponia. MioTeue PANIOTA OTI Ol NAPATOA-
HEG EVEPYEIEG 00Nyouoav ae kataoTpodn. O pepes ¢ ypids, [1a napadoaon avoekTi-
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Kl OTO MEPAcPA Tou XPpOvou, unevBupilel 0TI n guaon O0ev ouyxwpei Tnv alaloveia
TWV TOAUNPWV.

Folklore, through proverbs, traditions and ritual acts embodies the special importance
attributed to the natural cycle of the seasons, and specifically the days of March for
agricultural production — whether livestock or crops. This is how traditional man
seeks equilibrium, adhering to the conviction that reckless actions inevitably lead to
catastrophe. The "Days of the Old-Woman", an enduring medieval tradition, remind
us that nature does not forgive the arrogance of the audacious.

k PR w\t"’.\___ ~a =5
Nancy P. Sevcenko (Independent Scholar)
Eaten alive: threats from wild animals, real and perceived

In the 11™-century illustrated Pseudo-Oppian manuscript in Venice (Biblioteca Marci-
ana gr. 479), there is a strip of miniatures that, unlike most of the others in this
manuscript, has no basis in the ancient text (fol. 20v). Where the Cynegetica de-
scribes the joys of hunting (II: 30-34), the miniature reveals its risks: one man is
shown being mauled by a bear, another climbs a tree to escape an attacking boar.

Such episodes must have been far more frequent in the countryside than
Byzantine art or literature would reveal. The threatening situations that we find illus-
trated were chosen almost invariably to proclaim the power of man over beast, and
the hero emerges unscathed. This paper will seek out images of a different kind, im-
ages of animal encounters gone bad, concentrating on encounters with familiar crea-
tures such as bear, boar, snakes and scorpions that might well have occurred on the
road, field or forest.

Since these posed a challenge to the fundamental Byzantine conception of
man’s dominance over the animal world, it is perhaps no surprise to find that these
kinds of calamities are depicted as affecting already guilty or marginal figures, and
seem to be popular mainly as foil to the success stories, used not teach fear, but to
inspire mockery. Yet occasionally the Byzantine images are genuinely disturbing, and
some Last Judgment imagery shows that the fear of an attack, and the loss of bodily
integrity it might involve, was real indeed.
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AvaoTaagiog K. Zivakog (16" Epopeia BulavTiviov ApxaloTATwv)
7o kuviiyi kara 1n ueon Bucavrivii noxri (7o¢-12o0¢ ai.)
Anastasios K. Sinakos (16th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities)
Hunting in the middle Byzantine period (7"-12" c.)

©&pa TNG avakoivwaong Pou €ival To kuvhyl oTo BulavTio and Tov 70 w¢ kai To 120 ai.
W.X. Katd Tnv avaditnon nou €yive yia To BEPA Nou pag anacyoAnoe diepeuvnOnkav
apxIka ol nnyec (I0TOPIKOI, EKPPACEIC, OVEIPOKPITIKA, €pya TEXVNG K.d.), YId va €nion-
pavboUv Ta Xwpia eKeiva, Nou avaPEPovTal GTo KUVHyl, ONwE Kal Ta €pya TEXVNG NOU
£XOUV NApacTACEIG OXETIKEG PE auTo. H digpelivnon autn pag édwoe Tn duvatoTnTa
va Kataypdywoupe NpwTa Ta PEOA KAl TOUC TPOMOUG, KE TA onoia Kuvnyouoav. AuTh
N NPWTN NPOCEYYIoN Hac £0ei€e OTI dIAPOPETIKA KUvNyouoav ol KaTWTEPEC TAEEIC, Ol
PTWXOi Kal dIaPOPETIKA Ol AVWTEPEC KAl O AUTOKPATOPAG. Ma TIC avwTePes TAEEIC TO
KUVNYI anaiTouge pia TEpAOTIA KIVATONoIiNon Kal NPOEToIuacia, onwg Kal Tn GUPHETO-
XN NoAMwv avBpwnwv, kabévac and Touc onoioug £iXE OUYKEKPILEVO PONO N CUHME-
TOXN €NiONG KUVNYETIKWV OKUAWYV, YEPAKIWV K.AM. ATAV anapaitntn. AvTiOeTa ol pTw-
¥0i DIEBETAV NePIOPIOPEVA HEDA Kal N emiITuyia oTnpiloTav oTnv enide€I0TNTA TOUC,

AuTO pac £0woe OTN CUVEXEI TN dUVATOTNTA VA EPEUVIIOOUHE TNV KOIVWVIKN
kal noAImoTIkn 81aoTaon Tou kuvnyloU oTo BulavTio katd Tnv enoxn auTn. ‘Onwg Oci-
XVOUV Td KEIPEVA, N OUVEVWON YIa TO KUVAyl BonBouoe oTn ouvoxn TN opdadac, nou
€iXe TOV KOIVO OKOMO, Kal KUPIWG TNG OIKOYEVEIAG. ANO TOUG €peuvnTEC BERala ExEl
TovioTel kal avadelxBei OTI TO Kuvnyl ATAV KUpiwg Mia nponaideia yia Tov NOAEWO,
oTNV Napouca avakoivwon OJwC MEoa and Tn MEAETN TWV ypAnNTWV NNywv Kal Tng
€lkovoypagiag 6a yivel npoonabeia va ¢avei 0TI ATav To KUPIO KMECO yia avayuyn Kai
dlaokedaon, n onoia ouvodeudTav e ouPNOaolo. AuTO akpIBwg deixvel Hia 191aiTepn
nAeupd TNG KOIVWVIac kai Tou NOAITIoHoU TNG.

Téhog epeuvartal n dnuoacia kai ISIWTIKN OIKOVOUIKN dIAoTacn Tou Kuvnylou.
Ta keipeva BERaia eival (psléw)\c'l oTnVv napoxn n)\r]pocpopld)v uéoa ('Juwc; ano vopika
KEIPMEVA KAl AUTOKPATOPIKA XPUGOBOUAAG, q)\)\a kal and aAa K£I|..I£VCI €Upeaa divovTal
nNANPOQOPIEC, Yia va kaTtavonOei n OIKOVOUIKN onuaacia Tou kuvnylou.

Aioviong ZTa®akonoulog (King’s College, London)
Zwovoool.: Ta {wa w¢ EEVIOTES kal Buuara
Dionysios Stathakopoulos (King’s College, London)
Zoonoses: Animals as Vectors and Victims

Me a&ova TIG KAIVOTOPOUG npooeyyioelc Twv M.D. Grmek (Préliminaire d'une étude
historique des maladies oTto Annales E.S.C. 24, 1969) kai R. Sallares (The Ecology of
the Ancient Greek World, Aovdivo 1991) otnv napoloa avakoivwon enIXEIPEITAl N
avaluon TnG dUVAMIKAC OXEoNC METAEU Twv avBpwnivwv kal {wIKWv NANBUCHOV Kal
TWV A0BEVEINV MOU TOUG GUVOEOUV. QG Nedio PEAETNG €xel emAeyei n navdnuia Bou-
BwVIKAG navwAng nou kaAesital cupBatika «IouoTiviavelog» (541-750), evw yia Tn
dlepelivnaon Tou {NTOUPEVOU €XOUV XPNOIKONOINOEi NPWTOYEVEIC HAPTUPIEG KABWC Kal
NPOOPATEG PEAETEG ANO TOUG TOMEIG TNG emdnpioAoyiag, Tng popiakng BioAoyiag kal
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NG apxaiolwoAoyiag. ZTOX0C TNG avakoivwaong €ival N napouciacng MIag eVaAaKTI-
KNG, KaTa To duvaTOV UN-avOpWMOKEVTPIKNG, NPOCEYYIONG TNG CUYKEKPIMEVNG Navon-
piag, Ye éupaon oto poAo Twv (WwV TOOO WG EEVIOTWV TNG {(wOVOCOU OTOUC avepw-
nvoug NANBuopoUcg 600 Kal WG BUPATWY AUTAG KABauTAC TNG NavwAng aAAd kal Twv
OEUTEPOYEVWV OUVENEIWV TNG.

Using the groundbreaking concepts of M.D. Grmek (Préliminaire d'une étude histori-
que des maladies in: Annales E.S.C. 24, 1969) and R. Sallares (The Ecology of the
Ancient Greek World, London 1991), I will analyze the dynamic relationship between
human and animal populations and the diseases that link them. I will focus on the
“Justinianic Plague”, the pandemic of bubonic plague that ravaged the Byzantine
Empire from 541-750, bringing together both primary sources and recent studies
from epidemiology, molecular biology and archaeozoology. My goal is to present an
alternative, non-anthropocentric view of the pandemic, emphasizing the role of ani-
mals both as vectors of the zoonose in the human habitats as well as victims of the
disease itself and its secondary effects.

ZnUpog Tpwiavog - AAEEavdpocg Ailappakonoulog (MavenioTrpio ABnvav)
Ta {wa w¢ avTIKEUEVO EYKANUATIKWV npaéewv

Spyros Troianos - Alexandros Liarmakopoulos (University of Athens)
Animals as objects of criminal acts

H Cwn Tol BulavTivol avBpmmou gival apPAKTWS CUVUPACHEVN PE THY uon’ Ta {da
anoteholv avTikeinevo kaBnuepiviic doxoAiag kai ouvaAiayfic. "Etol, Aoindv, 10
dikalo, nou B&Tel kavoveg pubuIlovTag TiG OXETEIG TV NOAIT@Y, dev BA ATav duvaTov
va Wi oupnepiAapBavn nAgioTeg 60ec avagopec o€ {Mda. IdIAITEPO, OUYKEKPIYEVA,
€volapépov napouaialouv ol OXeTIKEG diaTa&elc Tod noivikol dikaiou, Mou oxeTidovTal
bE {®a, énwc auTeg nepi TS (wokAonic, TAC anehaociag, TG kTnvoBaciac kai NARBoC
aMwv ouva®v pubpicswv. AgloonpeiwTn, wWoTO00, BEon dvapeoa o€ napouoles Ol-
aTa&eIc KaTeXouv ol Nepi payeiac, oi onoieg BpiBouv Anod TETOIEC AVAPOPEC PE APOPHN
TNV Xpnoidonoinan noAA®V kai noikiAwv {wwv yia dIAQOopPeC TEAETEC.

The life of Aomo byzantinus was closely linked to nature, and animals were fre-
quently connected with his daily activities and work. Thus, it is hardly surprising that
Byzantine law makes frequent reference to animals, especially in the sphere of crimi-
nal law (cattle-stealing, bestialitas, and so on). Among these references, rules re-
garding magic, and specifically animals used by magicians, are notable.
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ks 180t wa Nar,r~‘;|t;rrtfl'.1"‘".‘?rJ'lJJ'i"'--
Mapia Xpovn-BakaAonouUAou (MavenioTipio ABnvav)
7a {wika rpoiovra w¢ rnpwtn UAN oTrv napackeurn Qapudkwy Kai neEpIGnTwyV ord Kel-
Leva v Bulavrivdv iatpdv TAG EoNS nepiodou (7o0¢-12o0¢ ail). H E&eAikTikn axeon
TA¢ navioac LE TV iatpikn Kkai v dAxnueia
Maria Chroni—Vakalopoulou (University of Athens)
Animal products as raw material for the manufacture of medicines and amulets
(periapton), as recorded in the texts of Byzantine physicians of the middle Byzantine
period (7th -12th c.). The evolutionary relationship of fauna with medicine and al-
chemy

Mia peyaAn katnyopia nny®@v yia TNV PEAETN TAG OXEONG TNC Navidag YE Thyv iaTpikn
Kal TRV aAxnueia otdo BulavTmio anoteholv Ta iaTpika ouyypdupaTa, nou €Xouv g
Baoikd BepaTikd nupriva odnyiec nepi dIaTPOPAG Kai Napackeuiic PApHAKWV. STV
opoloyia Toug KevTpikn B€on KaTéxouv oi xupoi Tol avBpwnivou opyaviopod, TV
onoiwv n au&opeinwon, avaloya PE TV idloouykpaacia, THvV NoidoTNTa kai noooTnTa TAHG
npooAapBavopevng Tpo@Pic, BAANTEI | WPEAET TNV Uyeia.

Qc npoc Ta (wika npoidvTa, nou npoTeivovTal and Toug BulavTivoug iaTpoug
yId TV NAapackeun NoiKiAwv Gapudkwy, npenel va dlacanvicTel noid NpocEpepav
npdypaTi BepansuTIKEG NP@TEG UAEC Kai noid €ixav va Kavouv e TRV AAxnuEia kai, év
MEPEI, TIC NpoAnweIC kai TRV payeia. Oi BulavTivoi iaTpoi (aiveral 0TI akoAoubnoav
TNV ApxaloeAANVIKn Kai pwuaikn napadoon kai nepieAaBav otd €pya Toug Kai
nNANPOQPOPIaKO UAIKO MPOEPXOUEVO ANO  Keipeva kai napadooelC €KTOC TV
YEWYPAPIK@V Opiwv TG alToKpaTopidac.

H iaTpikn oTOv Meoaiwva, npoiovTog Tol Xpovou, diaypa®el EEENIKTIKN nopeia
KAT® Ano noikiAeg iDEOAOYIKEG Kai MOMITIOMIKEG €nIdPACEI, iOIAITEPWG ANO TOUG
avartoAikoUg Aaouc. ®aiveral O OTI kAT TOUC PEOOUC XPOVOUC, UMNO TNV €nidpaon
ToU veonAatwvioyol kai 1o OianoAimiopikol ouyxpwTiodol pE Toug ApaBec, N
aixnueia, pad e v actpoAoyia kai €v pEpEl TRV Jayeia, UneioépxovTal aTov X®po
TG pappakoAoyiac kai TiG BepaneuTIKAC.

Evdiapépov yia Thv €peuva, navtwc, napouoialel ) diadikaaoia daveupeonc na-
PAMNAWV OXETIKAOV NANPOPOPIAV O MOIKIAOU NEPIEXOMEVOU MNYEG KABWC Kai o€
AVTIKEIHEVA TEXVNG, O OMOieC EnBERaiwvVoOUV TNV XPAON (PAPUAKEUTIKOV OKEUAOMA-
TV N NEPIANTWV OTNV Kabnuepivn {wr TV BulavTiviv.

A significant category of sources for the study of the relationship of fauna with medi-
cine and alchemy in Byzantium is comprised of medical books that include as their
main subject guidelines for nutrition and the preparation of medicines. In the scien-
tific understanding of these works, the humours (hymoi) of the human organism play
a central role: their fluctuation, depending on the idiosyncrasy, quality and quantity
of food retained, harms or benefits human health.

Regarding the products of animal origin that are proposed by Byzantine phy-
sicians for the preparation of various medicines, it needs to be determined which of
them in fact provide medicinal raw materials and which concern alchemy and, some-

INSTITUTE OF BYZANTINE RESEARCH/ NATIONAL HELLENIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION
48 Vas. Konstantinou Ave., 11635 Athens Tel : 210 7273619, Fax.: 210 7273629



times, superstitions and magic. It seems that Byzantine physicians followed the an-
cient Greek and Roman tradition and included in their work information gleaned from
texts and traditions beyond the geographical boundaries of the Empire.

During the medieval period, medicine followed an evolutional process under
various ideological and cultural influences, particularly from the East. It seems that in
the middle Byzantine period, under the influence of neo-Platonism and cultural inter-
action with the Arab world, alchemy, along with astrology and magic, enters the area
of pharmacology and therapeutics.

An interesting aspect of research in this field is the fact that we are required
to seek relevant information in sources of varied content, as well as in art objects
that give evidence for the use of medicinal products or amulets (periapton) in the
daily life of Byzantine people.

Tibor Zivkovic (Institute of History, Belgrade)
The Symbolism of some animals in Early Medieval Serbia

According to DAI we know that Serbs gave to the Bulgarians, among other things,
two dogs and two hawks. These gifts have a specific meaning, and reveal the nature
of the political relations between the Serbs and Bulgarians. We can deduce from this
much about the society of the day, from the religious to the social point of view.

EnioTnpovikn empéAela nepIAqWewv: HAiag AvayvwoTakng
271G EAANVIKEG NEPIARYEIG d1aTnpROnke n yAwooa kai n opfoypagia Twv eionynTov. Kara-
XWPNOnkav HOVo HETAPPACEIG NOU Napadodnkav ano Toug €I0NyNTEG.
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