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PHIROZE VASUNIA is Professor of Greek ar University College

London. Educated in India and the United States, he has taughe ar
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universitics in California, North Carolina, and England. He has given
lectures in many countries and has written on a range of texts and periods

THE P RO S E fram antiquity to the modern era. He has longstanding research interests

in the study of eross-cultural contact, colonialism, and empire. His books

include The Giff af the Nile (2001) and The Classics and Colowial fndia

OF THE O RLD - {2013). Forthcoming are two edited volumes, one on the politics of form
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in Greek literature and another on the literatures of the Roman Empire.
AT TC Work in progress includes a monograph on postcolonialism and another

4% book on the relationship between prose and poeury,

[ABSTRACT] The Prose of the World: Hegel, Plutarch, Herodotus
In many cultures, prose comes after verse. Masters of Greek prose such as
Herodotus and Plato were acutely self-conscious of the poets and poems
that preceded them and they sought to fashion a medium thar would hold

its own against the great verse compositions of the past. In the ancient world
and later, numerous theories were put forward 1o explain the ‘invention’
of prose, and intellectuals across many centuries argued over its evolution
and its relationship to poetry. This lecture explores the lively history of
auitudes 1o Greek prose (mainly in relation ro Plutarch and Herodous),
the theories of its origins, and the arguments over its status and value,
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