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Abstract > Inthe Roman period the tendency to individualize or "person-
alize” the Egyptian mummy (or its case), which had to some extent always
existed in Pharaonic culture, became much more pronounced. The process
culminated in the creation of the “portrait mummy”, or “portrait shroud”
which carried a vividly painted representation of the deceased, and showed
him or her in contempeorary clothing. Such portraits incleded considerable
personal detail—right down to the rendering of individual hairstyles {and
styled beard for mature men), and to fashion jewelry, and extravagantly
colored garments for women.

What were the aims or goals of this “personalization” of the mummy?
Specialists have repeatedly asked whether these Roman portrait mummies
rmay have been intended to be displayed and viewed differently from earlier
mummies. For it has been suspected that Roman mummies were starting
to acquire a more distinctly commemorative function—something close to
the kind of personal commemoration we find in the funerary monuments of
other areas of the Roman empire.

In this paper a number of different interpretations of the Roman por-
trait mummy will be considered, with the aim of arriving at a fuller and
more nuanced understanding of the evidence,
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